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Demand for good governance professionals driving 
education boom  
 
Enrolments in Chartered Secretar ies Austral ia ’s  (CSA) Graduate Diploma in 
Appl ied Corporate Governance  have jumped by 16 per cent s ince the course 
was introduced three years ago, wi th students eager to ‘upski l l ’  to meet the 
increasingly complex demands of governance and company secretar ia l  ro les.  
 
“Today’s governance professional  is  a senior decis ion-maker charged wi th 
advis ing management and the board on the r ight  pol ic ies to be a wel l- run,  
legal ly compl iant and socia l ly responsible organisat ion”,  said CSA’s Director ,  
Educat ion & Training, Dr John Nelson.     
 
“These are very s igni f icant responsibi l i t ies demanding a high level  of  sk i l l  and 
knowledge.  What the r is ing popular i ty of  our  Graduate Diploma demonstrates 
is  that  astute pract i t ioners see fur ther educat ion as a ‘must ’  to d ischarge their  
dut ies ef fect ively,”  added Dr Nelson.  
 
CSA’s Graduate Diploma course has an industry- leading curr iculum developed 
by eminent governance pract i t ioners to g ive students a strong grounding in 
the fundamentals of  best  pract ice.    
 
And to ensure students are armed wi th pract ical  insights that  are immediately 
relevant to their  work, subjects are taught by expert  guest speakers and highly 
regarded pract i t ioners.   
 
“Students have endorsed our in i t ia l  v iew that this  combinat ion of  governance 
expert ise and input into both the subject mater ials  and their  teaching has 
s igni f icant ly fast- t racked their  learning,”  Dr John Nelson said.   
 
“And the course has also been designed to accommodate the schedules of  
busy people.   Students can choose to at tend face-to- face tutor ials at  
convenient c i ty  locat ions,  or  opt for  distance learning wi th excel lent  support 
f rom our Onl ine Learning Centre v ia discussion forums and chat rooms.  
 
“The added benef i t  of  the onl ine mode is  that  students have the f lexib i l i ty  to 
study in their  own t ime,”  added Dr Nelson. 
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Dr Nelson also at tr ibuted the increase in enrolments to the fact  that  CSA’s 
Graduate Diploma is  Austral ia ’s  only postgraduate qual i f icat ion in governance 
that  is  ful ly accredi ted and internat ional ly recognised.   
 
The Graduate Diploma comprises s ix subjects cover ing al l  the essential  
aspects of  governance pract ice:  Appl ied Corporate Law, Corporate 
Governance, Company Secretar ia l  Pract ice and Meet ings, Corporate 
Administrat ion, Corporate Financia l  Management and Corporate Account ing.     
 
Up to two exemptions are general ly avai lable to law and business graduates,  
a l lowing them to complete the course in a shorter  t imeframe. 
 
For fur ther informat ion contact  Dr John Nelson at  Chartered Secretar ies 
Austral ia on (02) 9223 5744; or  Viv Hardy Cal l idusPR on (02) 9283 4111 or 
0411 208 951. 
 
 
Case Study:  Making the leap from lawyer to governance 
professional 
 
Jane McAloon, a seasoned corporate and regulatory affa irs  pract i t ioner in the 
publ ic  and pr ivate sector ,  hi t  the books again to expand her knowledge and 
appl icat ion of  good corporate governance pract ices. 
 
Despite being a tra ined lawyer,  with a background in pol icy and governance in 
the publ ic  sector  her appointment two years ago as company secretary for  
AGL, caused Jane to feel  that she needed to know more about the pract ical  
appl icat ion of  corporate governance in the increasingly complex and ever-
changing regulatory environment.   
 
Jane opted for  Chartered Secretar ies Austral ia ’s (CSA) Graduate Diploma in 
Appl ied Corporate Governance .  
 
"With my past  exper ience in corporate and regulatory af fa irs and my current  
posi t ion as a company secretary I  fe l t  I  needed more training and pract ical  
knowledge of  the appl ied corporate governance framework and to become 
more ef fect ive in my role as a governance professional.  
 
" I  fe l t  conf ident that I  understood the company administrat ion s ide of  my role 
but needed to have a complete understanding of  corporate governance and 
how I  could apply th is  pract ical ly to my role.   
 
"The course enabled me to develop my knowledge of  the theory of good 
governance wi th pract ical  appl icat ion in the corporate environment.  There is  
an ongoing need for  people in these roles to undertake tra in ing to expand our 
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knowledge of  regulat ions, governance and company administrat ion as wel l  as 
keeping up to date wi th the latest developments.  
 
" I 've done a number of  courses over the years but  th is  one was spot-on in 
provid ing the relevant informat ion that added immediate value to my role.  The 
course was hard work, but def in i te ly worth i t  as i t  added to my knowledge of 
the theory and pract ical  appl icat ion of  good corporate governance," said Jane.  
 
Jane has since lef t  the Company Secretary role at  AGL and taken on a new 
role as a Company Secretary for  BHP Bi l l i ton Limited. 
 
About Chartered Secretaries Australia  
Chartered Secretar ies Austral ia (CSA) is  the peak professional body 
del iver ing accredi ted educat ion and the most pract ical  and author i tat ive 
tra ining and information on governance, as wel l  as thought leadership in the 
f ie ld.  
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